The Story of British Diplomacy
the   Dutch,  but at the  charge  of Austria, had   so offended  the  emperor  that  the   Hanoverians   could expect  no  help  from  him  against  Jacobite designs and  attacks.    During their conferences at Hanover? Stanhope and Dubois negotiated the Triple Alliance of 1717.    The  treaty relation  into which   England, France and Holland now entered secured this country against attacks from abroad and Stuart conspiracy at home.    Thenceforth the Pretender disturbed but little the  course  of English  politics  or  the   progress   of English prosperity.    The fresh foreign guarantees for the Protestant succession now given were accompanied by  material  safeguards, presently  to   be mentioned, against foreign attack on England.    Napoleon used to say that to possess Antwerp was to hold a pistol at the  head  of England.      In  the  eighteenth  century Dunkirk   first   and  Mardyke   afterwards   formed   a menace to British security such as Napoleon saw in Antwerp.    Mardyke was on the same coast as, and quite  close   to,   Dunkirk.    Its   harmlessness  to  this country was practically insured by a provision in the Triple Alliance treaty, reducing its sluices to a width of sixteen feet, and so prohibiting the entrance or exit of ships of war and privateers.
For the reasons and in the way already described, peace had become a domestic and dynastic necessity to England. It was scarcely less important to France, To the regent, personally, it was a matter of life or death. Under the Utrecht treaties he was next heir to the French throne. With a fresh war the obligations of these treaties would have ceased to exist. The renunciation by Philip V. of the French crown
would have become waste paper, and he himself the
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